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ANTA President’'s Message

It is our great pleasure to
M present  TRIVANI, a quarterly
¥ newsletter, on the occasion of 10™
. 7 Anniversary of the Association of]
B Ncpali Teraian in America
- “ (ANTA). Since its formal an-
. nouncement at the ANA
L (Association of Nepalese in Amer-
ica) convention in Dallas (2005),
ANTA has already seen 10 springs.
Over the years, ANTA has achieved
several milestones. No matter,
where ever they are, the Teraians
are confident that through their hard work they can achieve what they
dream for. That’s the reason why Teraians who have come to North
America are now progressing in different fields, including academics,
entrepreneurship and technology. Specifically, Teraian women who
are stereotyped as shy and reticent in their homelands are showcasing
their skills and intelligence. They have progressed in education and
entrepreneurship, and have also engaged themselves in beauty con-
test to NASA’s technology, considered to be the symbol of socio-
cultural advancement and scientific innovation, respectively.

= AN

I believe that empowerment comes through social integration and
economic development. ANTA has provided us such opportunities
to feel that we are one family, and to join hands in celebrating our
festivals like Holi and Chhatha, helping each other here in US, and
extending our helping hands to fellow Teraians in Nepal. To extend
humanitarian service is inherent in Teraian culture. In the past,
ANTA family has contributed at the time of natural disasters like
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flooding, cold wave, etc. as well
as for education and socio-
economic development in Terai.
However, humanity does not see
the differences among people of
different colors and origins. That
is why ANTA was in the fore-
front of news in providing hu-
manitarian help thorough ‘Meals
on Wheel’ and ‘Free Health
Camp’ programs to the earth-
quake victims in the mountains.
All these missions have become
possible due to hard and dedi-
cated efforts of several ANTA
family members and donations
from ANTA’s friends and best
wishers who deserve great ap-
plaud from all of us.

TRIVANI signifies the
three major languages, Maithili,
Bhojpori and Awadhi that are
mother tongue of the people liv-
ing on the plain of Nepal Terai
where great souls like Sita and
Gautam Budha were born. While
the languages the Teraians speak
differ, they share common cul-
ture, and their identity is unique
among the people of diverse cul-
ture in Nepal. Both the common
culture and unique identity have
evolved over millennia while gen-
erations by generations living in
the same environment, no matter
how harsh it was. Their genera-
tions have collectively fought the
natural odds, and I believe that
they are capable of using such
collaborative character to main-
tain their identity and culture
against any calamities, natural or
anthropogenic, in modern era too.
Thus, ANTA, a symbol of unity
among Teraians in America, has
become household word in

Teraian families in its home coun-
try as well as its members’ moth-
erland. Today, ANTA’s newsletter
TRIVANI has become a reality
only because of collaboration
among ANTA members and dedi-
cation of several of them organ-
ized in form of the Editorial Board
of the Newsletter. The members
of the Editorial Board are looking
forward to receive your feedbacks
so that upcoming issues of the
TRIVANI can come as a cleaner
mirror in which fellow Teraians
can see their own thoughts emit-
ting from its shining pages. With
this, I, on behalf of ANTA family,
assure that we always remain on
the right path to achieve the
ANTA’s great mission of enhanc-
ing Nepalese Teraian’s Identity,
Integration and Empowerment,
and we are more socio-culturally
integrated with different commu-
nities and organizations in North
America.

Sincerely,

Jay P. Sah, Ph.D.
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ANTA's presidents (from

left): Mr. Ratan Jha, Dr. Binod
Shah, Mr. Lalit Jha and Dr. Jay
P. Sah

Editorial Message

ssociation of Nepali

Teraian in America

(ANTA) proudly pre-

sents the first issue of]
its Quarterly Newsletter
“TRIVANI”, launched on the aus-
picious occasion of its 10™ anni-
versary. ANTA’s Executive Com-
mittee chose the name TRIVANI
with keen interest for inclusiveness
and unity of diversity. Through our
quarterly publications, we are opti-
mistic to strengthen ANTA’s net-
work for Teraian Identity, Integra-
tion and Empowerment.

On behalf of ANTA’s editorial
board, I express my sincere appre-
ciation for your contributions with
articles, celebratory messages, and
images in actions...picture speaks
thousand words, and congratula-
tory greetings. It is our best inter-
est that in the form of an e-
publication, TRIVANI is conven-
iently accessible to wider popula-
tion that exhibits a transparency of]
ANTA’s progresses with its activi-
ties and financial updates includ-
ing articles, greetings as well as
business ads for sustainability. En-
joy reading it, and please feel free
to contact us with your construc-
tive comments or suggestions for|
improvement. I would conclude by
thanking the members of editorial
board for their dedication in initia-
tion towards TRIVANI. Managing
editor, Mr. Dhiraj Chaudhary de-

serves special thanks for bringing
this newsletter to great completion.

With best regards,

Annapurna Deo
Adeo6433@gmail.com
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Disclaimer

he main purpose of

this newsletter is to
provide information about
ANTA activities. The informa-
tion in this Newsletter is solely
for informational purpose only
and should not take as legal ad-
vice. The opinions in the arti-
cles are solely the opinions of
the writers of those articles.
ANTA does not convey any war-
ranty about the contents. If you
have concerns or need more in-
formation on the subject matter
of articles, please contact di-
rectly to the authors of those ar-
ticles. The readers should read
the articles on their own respon-
sibility and understanding. As
permitted by law, ANTA ex-
cludes any warranty, guaranty,
representations and suggestions
relating to the newsletter.

Association of Nepali
Teraians in America (ANTA)

Connect ANTA via:

Website: www.terai.org

Facebook: https://
ww.facebook.com/pages/ANTA/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/
antaexcom

ANTA: An Introduction

he Association of Nepali
Teraian in America
(ANTA) 1s a non-political

and non-profit organization, and
was registered with the State of
Texas on March 31, 2005.

ANTA was formally announced
at the ANA Convention of 2005
held at Dallas, Texas.

ANTA was formed to promote
Advancement and Awareness of
the Teraian’s Identity, Linguis-
tic and Cultural heritage, and
facilitate close ties, cooperation
and networking among Nepali
Teraians in North America. It
will also promote cooperation
and strengthen ties with other
Nepali Organizations in North
America.

By cultivating closer relation-
ship with different organization,
ANTA will seek to promote har-
mony, better cooperation and
greater unity amongst all peo-
ple of Nepali origin living in
North America.

We cordially invite all Nepali
Teraians living in North Amer-
ica and also all those who would
like to participate in our associa-
tion’s noble mission, to join
ANTA.

We hope your support to ANTA
by becoming one of its members.
We look forward to receiving
your constructive comments and
suggestions to further better
ourselves.

Let’s Join hands !!!
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ANTA - A Founder's Mem-
oir of Creating ANTA a

Decade Ago!
Jay P Mandal , Bay Area, California

et me shed light with a
little story about how ANTA was
founded and where the root source
of creation of ANTA came from. I
came to USA in 2000 in Chicago on
H1B working visa as an IT-
Network Engineer knowing no one
from Dubai. Before Dubai, I left
Nepal in 1991 for higher study in
China for pursuing my engineering
degree. Being Madheshi with not
much connection in Nepal, I envi-
sioned that I would like to live a
corruption free life, so I pursued
my mission of remaining in a clean
career environment by looking for
job in foreign land. In ‘96 with red
hot Industrial Engineering degree
in Hong Kong, I missed an excel-

lent opportunity of getting a good
job. Then I start pursuing my mas-
ter degree and kept looking for job
in  American Company in China
which led me to Dubai to America.

When I landed in USA for
the first time, my American boss
came to pick me up at the airport
and my first roommate was an

American Japanese. I didn’t know
anyone so I had to stay in hotels for
weeks.

Then I started American life
rituals from all new things learning
from how to drive to finding apart-
ment to getting settled. It took me
three months. In three months, I
figured out everything about how to
settle in USA as a new
comer. During that time
I prepared a complete
manual of getting started
in USA and shared with
some people. By the end
of the year 2001, I
started to have some con-
nections with Nepali peo-
ple living in America.
That time I used to live
in Evanston, IL near
North Chicago. One day,
I went to find Indian
food, I got to know a
newly opened Nepali -
Indian Restaurant in 2001 called
Mt. Everest Restaurant. Then
slowly I got to know other Nepali
people around local area and started
going to their functions. At each
function, I used to be amazed facing
people asking me, “where are you
from”, in spite of the fact that I was
speaking fluently Nepali language
with them. Then I remembered my

Trivani (F¥arofr)

days at ASCOL in
Kathmandu, where
majority treated me
that I didn’t belong
there. This is reality
with many Madheshis.

Since then, I
had decided for finding
other Madheshi or
people looking like me;
in my shoes and help
them to get settled in
Chicago surrounding.
My mission was to
help few Madheshi
people get settled in
Chicago area so that I can have
my own functions because I was
tired to be treated with educated
fellow Nepali like that as if they
think people from Madheshi are
foreigners. But there were not
enough Madheshi people in Chicago
area. Then, I decided to take lead-
ership role in Nepali organizations
and rest is history. I thought that if
the organization head is Madheshi
looking guy, then no one will ask
me where I am from. But even be-
ing the head of local organization,
the same questions kept repeating
and I kept educating them along
the way.

The seed of ANTA started
In an elevator meeting at hotel in
Denver, Colorado at ANA conven-
tion in 2003 when I met with Ratan
j1 from Austin, Texas and Lalit ji
from Lincoln, Nebraska. There at
the convention, I also met ANA con-
vention’s chief co- coordinator and
ANA's past President Naveen Datta
ji. Since being Madheshi who are
highly visible in any Nepali conven-
tion as of rare, we connected
quickly and I expressed desire of
opening our fellow Teraians asso-
ciation and we all left. We discuss
the idea but nothing happened for a
while. I had also attended another
convention of Nepali in Mid- west
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ANTA - A Founder's Mem-
oir of Creating ANTA a
Decade Ago!

cocens Cont’d from previous page

ANMA on Memorial Day of May
2003 in Chicago, where I met
Mukesh Singh ji and with his
connection. I also met Dr. Pramod
Kantha ji there. In order to expand
my network and in search of find-
ing more leaders, I went to NASEA
convention in Birmingham, AL on
Labor Day weekend in September
2003. Where there was a lady
speaker speaking in Nepali and
English, but as she started speak-
ing she spoke few words in Maithili
saying that I am from Rajbiraj and
then I found our current Sr. ANTA
Mrs. Annapurna Deo from Cary,
North Carolina. Fellow Madheshi
were so few that time and if there
were some they had no connection
with Nepali Organizations. Now we
started talking and decided to do a
brain -storming meeting at ANMA
convention in 2004 which was held
in Columbus, OH. Since Mukesh
Singh was chief coordinator, we got
one hour ses- sion for ANTA forma-
tion meeting at Columbus and at
that meeting we created 7 leaders
founding members ad-hoc team.
Ratan Jha fom TX as President,
Jay Mandal- IL, Vice President,
Mukesh Singh- OH General Secre-
tary, Lalit Jha NB, Treasurer, Dr.
Promod Kanth MO, Naveen Datt,
CO and Annapurna Deo, NC as
founding members and board mem-
bers. Then we kept attending other
ANA convention Phoenix, AZ-
2004, NASEA convention in 2004
to recruit more ANTA paid mem-
bers.

Then we created the by-laws and
logos, website, and decided to regis-
ter ANTA in TX since Ratan ji was
in charge of creating legal entity in
TX and he was living there. Then
we decided to do formal announce-

ment in Dallas ANA convention

2005. We did not have enough mem
- bers. So we decided to pick people
on the way to go Dallas to bring
enough people from other part of
county. Mukesh Singh ji flew from
Columbus to Chicago, we rented a

big van, so we started to a road trip
of 16 hour drive from Chicago to
Lincoln to Dallas with the Chicago
Chapter President Jagdish Yadav,
Surendra Chaudhary, Lalit and
Ratan from Austin, and we had our
first ANTA session in 2005 at ANA
convention. After two years of hard
work it was finally creating dream
of ANTA was fulfilled. Rest is his-
tory.

Reason, I am sharing with you all
this story of ours to let you all know,
that we see ANTA family growing,
Many Madheshi family coming out
together and having fun and cele-
brating the culture of togetherness,
which makes us as the founders,
specially me very happy. I met peo-
ple like Vijay Yadav, who heard the
name of ANTA in Nepal and coming
to USA and settling here. We have
helped many other folks in Nepal
and here in USA in many ways.
Let's keep the tradition of con- nect-
ing and helping each other’s.

Thanks to Ratan ji for taking lead-
ership and moving forward. After
ANTA's formation, it was leader-
ship of other awesome leaders like
Dr. Binod Shah, Lalit Jha, Suneel
Sah, Amit Shah, Satendra Shah,
Binay Shah, Ritesh Chaudhary,
Dharmendra Tha-
kur, Dr. Vijay Jha
and many other
leaders, which 1
cannot mention all
the names in here,
B and now Dr. JP
e Sah are taking
8 ANTA into next
stage and leading
from the forefront.
I do read all the
ANTA's emails
and I would like to
thank DC and NY
chapter presidents
being active and doing great job
and leading the community mem-
bers in respective areas. I would
like to thank all those folks from all
areas and other organizations who
actively or pas- sively contributed
for the ANTA's success. Let's keep
moving the lead- ership batons to
next generation and connecting and
impacting people worldwide.

Long Live ANTA,
Happy Birthday ANTA!!!
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ANTA Personality of the Quarter: Dr. Ram Ishwar Mahato

Born in a Madheshi community and
educated through secondary school
in Janakpurdham, Dhanusha, Ne-
pal, Dr. Ram Ishwar Mahato has
acquired the instinct and fortitude to
tackle challenges — however monu-
mental -- in his personal as well as
professional life. He left Nepal for
Mainland China at the age of 20 to
study pharmaceutics at the China
Pharmaceutical University in Nan-
jing, even though he had to first
master Chinese in a record short
period of time. He then followed his
calling to undertake advanced study
in formulations of nanoparticles un-
der Professor Gavin Halbert at the
University of Strathclyde, United
Kingdom, where he earned his Ph.D.
in drug delivery in 1992. After an-
other five years of vigorous postdoc-
toral training in world-leading drug
delivery laboratories in the United
States and Japan, Dr. Mahato joined
the University of Tennessee Health
Science Center in Memphis as an
Assistant Professor in 2001 and was
swiftly promoted to Professor of
Pharmaceutical Sciences and Bio-
medical Engineering in 2009. In the
same year, the University of Ten-

...His astute embrace and
integration of
complementary sciences for
solving complex challenges
has opened the door to

nessee honored Dr. Mahato with
the Excellence in Teaching Award.

Presently, Dr. Mahato is Professor
and Chairman of the Department of
Pharmaceutical Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Medical Center,
Omaha, Nebraska, which aggres-
sively recruited him to join in 2013.

He has published 83 original re-
search articles, 31 invited reviews,
14 editorials, 17 book chapters, 8
books, 11 invited journal theme is-
sues, and two issued patents. This
impressive  record of research
achievement resonates with an A
index (an index of scientific research
impact) of 44. On the basis of his
impressive research record, he was
and is highly sought after by eight
journals as an Editorial Board Mem-
ber.

Dr. Mahato is a leading expert in
the area of nucleic acid and gene
delivery research worldwide. His
election to the Controlled Release
Society (CRS) Fellow (2011) and
American Association of Pharmaceu-
tical Scientists (AAPS) Fellow (2010)
is testament to his scientific stature.
Moreover, his service as a Permanent
Member of Bioengineering, Technol-
ogy, and Surgical Sciences (BTSS)
study section of the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH) (2009-2013), as
a Scientific Advisor of the American
Society of Gene and Cell Therapy

(ASGCT) (2006-2009), and as a Fea-
ture Editor of Pharmaceutical Re-
search (2006-2013) are an indication
of the sponsors’ confidence in his sci-
entific judgement and in his promi-
nent role in shaping the future de-
velopment of macromolecular thera-
peutics.

A role model of contemporary phar-
maceutical scientists, Dr. Mahato
has demonstrated how a strong
foundation of sound principles of
pharmaceutical sciences, together
with the latest development in life
and material sciences, can be lever-
aged to solve challenging drug de-
livery problems in therapeutics. His
astute embrace and integration of
complementary sciences for solving
complex challenges has opened the
door to innovations in the design of
improved nucleic acid delivery and
gene expression systems. His re-
search is currently supported by
the NIH, the Department of De-
fense, the Ottis Foundation, the
Buffett Cancer Center, and the
Nebraska Research Initiative
(NRI) grants, which total $2 mil-
lion in funding. Up to now, he has
managed to secure over six million
dollars in extramural funding to his
current university as well as at the
University of Tennessee Health Sci-
ence Center where he served as
Professor.

While it is difficult for students and
officials of the Madheshi commu-
nity to reach their maximum poten-
tials due to biased treatment in Ne-
pal and poor support from commu-
nity leaders, Dr. Mahato strongly
believes that one can do many great
things to serve the community and
country at large if he/she can re-
main committed to his/her passions
and work hard.
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Congratulations graduates

Michael Jha
Lincoln Public School

In May 2015, Michael Jha graduated from East
High School in Lincoln, NE. Michael will pursue ma-
jor in psychology at University of Omaha in Omaha
NE. Michael Jha is son of Lalit Jha, founding mem-
ber of ANTA. Michael's grandparents from Nepal
came to attend graduation ceremony.

Kritika Jha

Kashika Jha

Cypress Ridge High
School, Houston, TX

Kritika Jha and Kashika Jha, daugh-
ter of Kaushal and Pushpa Jha,
graduated from Cypress Ridge High
School, Houston, TX on 4th June
2015. ANTA would like to congratu-
late them on achieving this milestone
and wish them good luck with their
next adventure!

©ANTA 2015 www.terai.org Page: 7
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My View on ANTA

Mahendra Mahato, PhD, Dallas, TX

have great pleasure

to write few words
and share my past experi-
ences with ANTA. Ten
years ago when I heard
that a Madhesi organiza-
tion will be formed here in
USA, I was very excited to
be part of this organization.
Since 1992, I was involved
with various Nepalese or-
ganizations here in USA
but I never felt welcomed in
their activities. ANTA was
born here in Dallas during
2005 ANA convention. Al-
though, I am not one of the
founding member, I imme-
diately joined ANTA as a
life member after it was
formed. The day before its
announcement, I also or-
ganized a small get to-
gether for founding mem-
bers at my then house lo-
cated in Denton, TX. I was
very happy to see that most
of the Madhesi participants
were able to join us despite
their busy schedule (see
inserted photo). However,
after few months my excite-
ment started to fade away
and later, it reached to

......... .future ANTA
conventions we should
remain focus on our
Madhesi culture..........

such a level that I wanted
to detach myself from this
organization. In recent
years, I have noticed that
ANTA is trying to recover
and move towards the right

direction.

It is very sad to say that our Madhesi
culture is disappearing in very fast rate
here in USA as well as in home country
Nepal. I have noticed that even in Tarai
new generation people do not want to
speak their mother tongue language,
and they feel very proud of not speaking
it. Madhesi people are feeling ashamed
with their culture and adopting other
cultures with pride. Some of us do not
want to follow our culture because we
feel very embarrassed to practice it. In
my personal view, I do not think one
culture is better than others. All cul-
tures have their own value and have
been modified in this changing world. A
change is good, but the core value of the

...ANTA and its chapters should
take initiative to celebrate our
Chhatth, Holi, and Judsital cultural
events and organize picnics in local

culture should remain the same based
on their ritual sensitivity. For example,
during Chhatth, we can have socializing
get together any day convenient for most
of the participants but we should not
perform Chhatha Puja other than its
auspicious day. In recent years, I have
seen commercialization of religious func-
tions.

ANTA is a non-profit and non-political
organization, and it should remain that
way. In my view, the main objective of
the ANTA should be to promote and pre-
serve Madhesi culture here in USA as
well as in home country Nepal. ANTA
has high potential to be a well-
recognized global organization if ANTA
remains focused on Madhesi culture core
value. There are several other political
organizations that can be used as a plat-

form for the politics. Recently, ANTA has
started few development projects in Terai
which is very encouraging and commend-
able. However, ANTA should focus more
on education and protection of our cul-

ture. Some of the Madhesi festivals are
celebrated in groups (such as Chhatth,
Holi, Judsital etc.) and some with their
own family members. ANTA and its
chapters should take initiative to cele-
brate our Chhatth, Holi, and Judsital cul-
tural events and organize picnics in local
group level so that our next generation
will appreciate and able to preserve its
value.

Last ANTA convention held in Houston, TX
was very successful. I was very happy to
see that besides Madhesi several different
ethnic groups of people also attended this
convention. However, in other Nepalese
association conventions, rarely you can
find participation of Madhesi people. It is
not that Madhesi people do not want to
participate, but the reality is they feel
unwelcomed in those conventions. There-
fore, in future ANTA conventions we
should remain focus on our Madhesi cul-
ture otherwise there will be a risk to loose
Madhesi participants.

Thank you.
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Vijay Kumar Singh, Washington DC

ur culture,
which is tens of thousands years
old, is indisputably the most
preeminent in the world. The
legends of mother Sita and Lord
Buddha are broadly celebrated
on our land, Nepal. Our land
has given birth to other celestial
individuals who are revered
throughout the world. We can
proudly proclaim that divine
individuals like them were born
on the same land as us. Over
the course of time, boundaries
of our land have changed. How-
ever, our culture and tradition
have remained intact. Our cul-
ture consists of different; castes,
languages, and regions. Yet, we
are integrated together despite
these differences. This union is
possible due to the connection of
our hearts rather than the
mind. We should be immensely
proud of our culture, which pro-
vides us with our identity. We
need our community, which is
filled with individuals who
share common a identity, from
birth to death. In any social or
religious activity such as mar-
riage, worship, festival, even
last rite, we require the pres-
ence of our community. Hence,
it can be implied that our com-
munity affirms our iden-
tity. The community I'm refer-
ring to is our Terian commu-
nity, which is an integral part of
our great country. We cover al-
most half the population of our
nation. Yet, we are still dis-

criminated every day. Here, in
US, a country that was founded
by immigrants, we all have the
right to represent our identity.
To unite any community
we need a social organization.
Through social organization, peo-
ple can not only bond together
but also assist each other. Again,
this bond is formed due to our
heart (feelings) not the mind
(ideas). On the contrary, political
organizations are organizations
that assemble individuals who
share common ideas. In politics,
there are many political parties
with varying views. To unite
these parties, our hearts should
be connected. However, it is diffi-
cult to isolate society from poli-
tics, because every individual
has the freedom to hold their be-
lief, ideology, and view. Individu-
als should not use the banner of
the social organization while
stating their political views. If a

............ Our culture consists of
different; castes, languages,
and regions. Yet, we are
integrated together despite
these differences ...........

view is commonly shared, it can
be beneficial for the social or-
ganization to adopt that view.
Our organization, ANTA, should
be modest, broad, and easily ac-
cessible.

This will enable all the
Terian people to coexist in har-
mony. Our organization should
only focus those concepts that
are unanimously supported by

UNITY IN OUR COMMUNITY

all the members and are not
imposed onto others. If any po-
litical organization or individual
supports the Terian cause; we
should extend our gratitude.
The message that our organiza-
tion should send to the Nepal-
ese Terrain people should be to
join as a united voice, not di-
vided one.

ANTA’s
recent events—
Highlights

*  Saturday, July 25: Teraians
from Nebraska/lowa regions
gathered to celebrate ANTA’s
10th Anniversary & opened a
new Chapter.

*  Sunday, July 19: ANTA-
GNYC’s annual picnic/ANTA’s
10 Anniversary celebration at
Liberty park, NdJ .

*  Sunday, July 5: ANTA Dallas
Chapter’s Cultural Event &
ANTA’s 10th Anniversary cele-
bration at Fun Asia, Richard-
son, TX

*  Sunday, June 28: ANTA DC
Chapter’s picnic and ANTA’s
10th Anniversary celebration
at Great Falls Park, VA.
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Saptari Fire Victims

relief program by
ANTA

Friday, June 19th: ANTA
reached out to help the Sap-
tari Fire victims. The relief
program was organized at
Kanchanpur ward 9
(Paremara), Saptari to help
the fire victims of 53 house-
holds (one of the Dalit com-
munity named Batar or
Sardar) who had lost in the
fire broken out in the month
of Chaitra (March). On be-
half of ANTA, Mr. KP Singh
and Gauri S. Singh (brothers
of Mr. Akhilesh Singh,

ANTA’s General Secretary)
went to Saptari from Kath-
mandu to distribute the re-

lief materials provided by-
ANTA.

The relief distribution pro-
gram was held in the partici-

pation of local community,

©ANTA 2015

Neapl Batar Kalyankari club, constitu-
ent assembly member of that region
Mr. Manpur Chaudhari and other peo-
ple from different organizations and
parties. The relief materials (total

worth $1,870) included a kitchen set
distributed to each fire victim’s family
and a full set of kitchen given to Batar
community club for their bigger com-
munity function. The speakers in the
program also
S w discussed and
suggested the
B possible  pre-
dcautions,

vent from fire
hazard in fu-
ture. ANTA

to Mr. K.P.
Gauri S. Singh
for their time
and efforts, to
Mr. Akhilesh
Singh, General
Secretary for coordinating the relief
efforts, and all the ANTA family for

their generous support to ANTA in con-

www.terai.org

extends words |-
of appreciation |

Singh and Mr.

ducting such a great work.

’Meals on Wheel’

ANTA’s relief program
for Earthquake Victim

Association of Nepali Teraian in
America (ANTA), deeply sad-
dened by the extensive damage
caused by a Major Earthquake of
7.8 Richter scale occurred at
11:56 NST on April 25th, 2015 ,
quickly responded by bringing
out a press release and launching
the ANTA’s Earthquake Relief
Fund drive.

ANTA then provided reliefs to
the earthquake victims on the
ground. ANTA, under the super-
vision of its founding president,
Ratan Jha, launched “Meals on
Wheel” program to provide the
food to the earthquake victim in
the Khandichaur Bazar near La-
mosangu village in Sindhupal-
chok District when the people
there needed the most at the mo-

f! which can pre- &8

ment. A group of volunteers from
Sisautia, Sarlahi, loaded with
chura, rice, dal, salt, vegetables,
travelled to the affected area and
made the program a reality at
the ground zero. ANTA’s effort in
providing the reliefs to the victim

Page: 12
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was strengthened by collabo- humanity, and to the participating or- the donations made to ANTA
rative work with Eejot ganizations for joining hands with are exempt from US taxes.
(Sarlahi, Nepal) and Dev ANTA in its efforts to provide relief to . We will mail you a payment

Foundation (Dhangadhi, the Earthquake victims when needed receipt for use in your tax
Kailal.i, Nepal),‘ who joined most. claims. Please include your
hand in hand with ANTA, by In addition to the address (email and or mail-

“Meals on Wheel” ing address) when sending
program, ANTA, to- payment.

i i | gether with its col- » ANTA’s Nepal Earthquake

: '_ A AT laborative organiza- Relief Efforts with account

_;}” "/ tions has distributed details will be brought out

X '? ) y Tripals (tarf) for pro- through its outlets (emails,

’ Vldlng temporary webpage and facebook) peri-
shelter, and 1is in odically.

process of acquiring
more Tripals for dis-
= tribution. ANTA has
‘f‘* also provided medical

assistance, by run-
ning health camp, and in long-term will
contribute to the construction and reha-
bilitation efforts.

adding both the fund and
volunteers in the pool, to
make the program success-
ful. The “Meals on Wheel”
program went on for a week,
and at its later stage distrib- ANTA’s Earthquake Relief Effort is a
uted grains and vegetables to long-term program. Thus, ANTA re-

Donation can be made to the
ANTA's Earthquake Relief
Fund initiated by the following
means:

\_‘1) By clicking this link (http://
\\ www.terai.org/anta-earthquake
-relief-f.../donate-paypal) on
ANTA’s website, you can pay
“ using major credit card/PayPal
.\ account.

2) By sending a check to:

: Dr. Kaushal Jha
the needy households. ANTA quests you all to do whatever you can to (Tel. 786-218-0735)
is thankful to the volunteers help the earthquake victims in Nepal. Treasurer, ANTA

for ) thglr compassion. and ANTA is a 501 (3) C organization, and 10419 Black Sands Dr.
dedication towards service to

©ANTA 2015 www.terai.org Page: 13
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Health Camp in Earth- was set up in Ranitar of Sindhu-  In a Special Prayer for Ne-
quake affected Area palchowk district. pal's Earthquake Victims
ANTA with the help of our medi- at Hindu Temples of North
cal team (Dr. Subodh Mallik, The total expense for health America

Mrs. Anita Mallik and Archana o P18 &8 follows:-

Kayastha) successfully organ- . . ANTA-GNYC President, Arbind

ized health camp on Monday Medical related: NRs. 51,301 Kumar Singh attended a special

June 22nd 2015 in one of the . prayer for Nepal's earthquake

most EQ affected area of Transportation: ~ NRs. 10,000 victims on May 16, 2015, organ-

Sindhupalchowk district and ized by Hindu Temple Society of

Food & others:  NRs. 6,000 North America, in Flushing,
New York City.

On that occasion, a moment of
silence was observed for the
earthquake victims and Mr.

Total: NRs. 67,301.00

helped about 400 people in
health related issues. Medical
related materials including
medicine was also distributed to
the affected people. All of us
should appreciate our medical
team for their great effort. The
health camp was coordinated
and organized by Dr. Subodh

ANTA-GNYC President, Arbind Kumar Singh at Hindu Temples of North America for Special Prayer of Nepal's Earthguake Victims

Singh was asked to deliver his
remarks on behalf of ANTA and
Nepali community. Along with
ANTA, other Nepalese organiza-
tions were also present at the
prayer.

Mallik, KP Singh and local Mr.
Hem Tamang. The health camp

©ANTA 2015 www.terai.org Page: 14
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ANTA-GNYC Holi Celebration
in New York City

ANTA-GNYC celebrated Holi
festival on March 06, 2015 at
Astoria Hall in New York City
in which more than 300 people
were participated from Nepali
Teraian and other Nepali com-

munities and Indian communi-
ties from New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Connecticut.
The Consulate General of Nepal,

Durga Parsad Bhattarai was the
chief guest of the event and
there were also many prominent
members of various Nepalese
organizations of New York, par-
ticipated in the Holi celebration.
On that occasion, ANTA-GNYC
president, Arbind Kumar Singh
received a Proclamation from

/

the New York City Comptroller,
Scott Stringer's Office for
ANTA's Holi Celebration in New

York City. Mr. Singh received
the proclamation from the spe-
cial envoy of comptroller on be-
half of ANTA. On that occasion,
Queens Borough's president of
New York City, Melinda Katz
sent her special envoy to deliver
the congratulatory message for
the Holi Celebration in NYC by
ANTA-GNYC. All these recogni-
tion came to ANTA for the first
time in its history in New York
City.

In Asian Heritage Month
Celebration in New York
City on May 05, 2015

ANTA-GNYC President, Arbind
Kumar Singh attended Asian Heri-
tage Month Celebration in Flush-
ing, New York City on May 05,

ANTA-GNYC at Asian Heritage Event with NYC CM Paul Vallone in New York City, May 05, 2015

2015. On that occasion, a moment
of silence was observed for Ne-
pal’s earthquake victims and Mr.
Singh was asked to deliver his re-
marks on behalf of ANTA and
Nepali community. ANTA was
given recognition as a co-sponsor
of the program

At Haitian Flag Day Celebra-
tion on May 17, 2015

ANTA-GNYC President, Arbind
Kumar Singh represented Nepali
community at Haitian Flag Day
celebration on May 17, 2015,
which was hosted by New York
City Councilman Matthew
Eugene and New York City Coun-
cil Speaker, Melissa Mark-
Viverito. On that occasion, a mo-
ment of silence was observed in
the memory of Nepal's earthquake
victims.

At John F. Kennedy Democratic
Club Meeting on May 21, 2015

ANTA-GNYC President, Arbind
Kumar Singh led a delegation of
Nepali Teraian community includ-
ing women and children and rep-
resented other Nepali communi-
ties in the John F. Kennedy De-
mocratic Club meeting, where
New York City’s Comptroller,
Scott Stringer was the chief guest
in New York City on May 21,
2015. On that occasion, a moment
of silence was observed in the
memory of Nepal's earthquake
victims.

©ANTA 2015
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At Memorial Day Parade in
New York City on May 25, 2015

Memorial Day Parade is held in
all major cities in USA. ANTA-
GNYC President, Arbind Kumar
Singh represented Nepali commu-
nity at Memorial Day Parade in
New York City on May 25, 2015.
Mr. Singh led a group of Nepali
Teraian including children and
marched at Memorial Day Parade
to express sincere thanks to US-
Marines who sacrificed their lives
in Nepal’s earthquake relief ef-
forts.

A G st i K g ks it st hkhet e P Vi 205

An Interaction Program with
Visiting Nepali Teraian Scholar,
C. K. Lal on May 31, 2015

ANTA-GNYC organized an inter-
action program jointly with
FIPNA with visiting Nepali
Teraian scholar, C. K. Lal on vari-
ous issues and challenges of
Teraian and Indigenous communi-
ties in Nepal. The program was
organized in New York City on
May 31, 2015. On that occasion, a
moment of silence was observed
in the memory of Nepal's earth-
quake victims.

iﬁ'ﬂ
ous B
FEDERATION OF INDIGENOUS &
PEOPLES OF NEPAL IN AMERICA
(FIPNA)

ANTA & FIPNA, Nepali K May 31,2015

ANTA GNYC’s Summer Picnic & ANTA’s 10th

Anniversary Celebration
ANTA New York Chapter organized a picnic program at Liberty park,

¢ NJ on July 19, 2015 to celebrate ANTA’s 10th anniversary. Almost

hundred people from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecti-
cut and Boston areas were present in this special occasion. There were
some families from Chicago, IL too. We respected to all the children
and parents who helped us a lot to raise the donations for the Earth-
quake victims by showing our respect to them with a certificate.
Terains food, dance, songs were main attractions of this event. We

were able to make some new members of ANTA. Thank you ANTA
GNYC for organizing this picnic and making the ANTA’s tenth anni-
versary successful.

©ANTA 2015
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ANTA DC Chapter -
A string of activities

ANTA DC Chapter has been very
active in organizing Chapter’s
regular meetings and various cul-
tural celebrations.

ANTA’s DC Chapter meetings:

On June 27, 2015, ANTA meeting
was held at Mr. Bachchan Taha-
kur’s residence, and members
from the old and new committees
gathered together for the smooth
transition of the responsibilities
and activities to the new commit-
tee. On July 27, 2015, ANTA’s
meeting was held at Dharmendra
Thakur’s residence and everyone
welcomed new committee.

New Year 2015
&

Tila Sankranti celebration

On the occasion of New Year
2015 and Tila Sakranti, ANTA
family gathered at Mr. Vijay
Pratap Singh’s residence. All the
participants appreciated the event
and expressed their view to con-

tinue such kind of gatherings to
feel united in the community.

T T A Frell &

ANTA DC family gathered at Dr.
Shukdev Shah’s residence to cele-

brate holi, one of Teraians’ major
festivals.

Joorshital &
New year celebration

The DC Terian families gathered to
celebrate Joor Shital and the Nepali
New Year (2072). One of the most
respected couple in the Nepalese com-
munity, Mr. Shukdev and Mrs. Vijaya
Shah welcomed guests at their resi-
dence as they would welcome their
brothers, sisters or kids. Snacks were
ready at the deck. The aroma of deli-
cious Nepalese food filled the yard.

the deck. The aroma of delicious
Nepalese food filled the yard.
One by one every family ar-
rived. Some pahadi friends who
were born in Terai and familiar
with Joor Shital were also in-
vited to the party. Everyone en-
joyed and was in a jovial mood.
We talked about current situa-
tion here and back home. There
was no confrontation. We
talked like family members. Al-
though some of us had different
views, everyone was in agree-
ment with the ultimate solu-
tion, the unity in Terai.

W After finishing our dinner, all

guests thanked the Shah family
for being such a gracious host.
Everyone exchanged New Year
and Joor Shital greetings. At
the end, Mr. and Mrs. Shah told
the Chapter President, “Vijay
babu if anyone in the Teraian
community needs any help then
please let me know”. He salutes
both of these wonderful indi-
viduals for their kind words

and valiant effort.

©ANTA 2015
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ANTA DC Chapter’s
Summer Picnic & ANTA’s

10th Anniversary Celebration

ANTA family from DC Metro-
politan area gathered in the
Great Falls Park, VA located
near Potomac River to celebrate
ANTA’s 10th birthday. With
pleasant weather and friendly
atmosphere at the park, the
celebration was very successful.
The event started at 11 am, Dr.
Chakhradhar Mishra was the
first to arrive and secure a good
location for us at the park un-
derneath a big tree. Shortly, Mr.
Kripa Singh arrived with his
family and started the barbeque.
In the following hours, more and
more families arrived with food,

snacks and beverages. The
whole ambiance was very
friendly and energetic for both
adults and kids alike.

The program started with brief
introduction of each attendee.
Firstly, visiting guests, includ-
ing parents of Mrs. Neetu Jha
and renowned economist Dr.
Haribhanks Jha were welcomed.

Past introductions, fruitful dis-
cussion session was held. Most of
participants expressed their
views and concerns regarding
our organization. Dr. Shukdev
Shav, Dr. Raghvendra Dwivedy,
Dr. Haribansha Jha, Mr. Chak-
radhar Mishra and Mr. Bachan-
dev Thakur emphasized on unity
among Teraians only a means to
the solution of economic develop-
ment and empowerment issues
in Terai. Several members, in-
cluding Dharmendra Thakur,
Mr. Dinbandhu Gupta, Mrs.
Vijaya Shah, Mrs. Anita Singh,
Mr. Ranjeet Verma, Mrs.
Anubha Verma, Mrs. Manju
Singh, Mr, Rajesh Tiwari and
Mrs. Binita Shukla expressed
their views and emphasized on
the importance of the organiza-
tlon 1In 1Increase cooperation
among fellow Teraians and or-
ganize cultural events. Dr. Bi-
kash Singh and Mr. Anil
Dwivedy mentioned that the pro-
gram was successful with the
help of all the participants. Mr.
Alok Singh emphasized the im-
portance of the organization for
next generation.

Following the discussion, there
was an entertainment pro-
gram. Mr. Bachan Thakur and
Mr. Dhaiskanth Jha entertained
ANTA audiences with their
skills by singing songs in Hindi,
Maithili and Bhojpuri with the
help of other participating mem-
bers. It was a very successful
event. There were 20 families
from our ANTA and approxi-
mately 60 people in attendance.

ANTA DC Chapter thanks eve-
ryone for participating in this
event but special thanks to Mr.
Bachan Thakur, Mr. Binay

Shankar Singh, and Mr. Bikash
Singh for their tireless effort on
organizing

the event.

Overall, the discussion was con-
cluded with a wunanimous
view; 1t 1s 1mperative to have
our organization and members
stay UNITED, along with our
fellow Teraians brothers back
home in Nepal. According to Mr.
Vijay Kumar Singh, DC Chapter
President, “When we put seven
different colors in a pot, the end
result is WHITE. Hence, regard-
less of our ideologies, when we
gather at ANTA we SHOULD
have one ideology and that

is Madheshi!”

©ANTA 2015
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ANTA Dallas Chapter’s
Cultural Event & ANTA’s

10th Anniversary Celebration

First milestone in its journey

Dallas Chapter of Association of Nepali
Teraians of American (ANTA) organ-
ized Nepali Teraians Meeting and
Cultural Event on the eve of July 05,
2015. Many teraians family including
their kids were gathered at FunAsia
Banquet hall, Richardson, TX for grand
celebration of 10t
ANTA. The program was very success-
ful because of heartiest support from
everyone. In addition to this, ANTA
President Dr. Jay Prakash Shah, senior
vice president Mr. Suneel Sah helped
and encouraged at every moment to

anniversary of

make the program successful.

R
-
=

The program started at 5:00 pm. Dallas
Chapter committee members (Mr. De-
vendra Karna, Mr. Sanjay Karn, and
Dr. Rakesh Shah), Mr. Suneel Sah, Mr.
Rajesh Ray, and Mr. Rajesh Adhikari
were present little earlier at the venue
to make sure everything was well or-
ganized. Slowly, many teraians from
Dallas and Fort Worth area and also
from outside of Dallas started to gather

at the venue. ANTA Central Executive
Committee (President Dr. Jayprakash
Shah, senior vice president Mr. Suneel
Sah, general secretory Dr. Akhilesh
Singh, member Dr. Vijay Jha and Mr.
Bijay Yadav) also attended the event.

The formal program started with inau-
guration with candle light by chief
guest Dr. Mahendra Mahato (senior
adviser of Dallas Chapter) and welcome
speech by Mr. Devendra Karna
(president of Dallas Chapter-ANTA).
Thereafter, Dr. Mahendra Mahato, Dr.
Jayprakash Shah, Mr. Suneel Sah, Dr.
Vijay Jha, Mr. Ram Kumar Mahato, Mr.
Amarnath Sah, and Dr. Subodh Mallik
presented their views about ANTA ac-
tivities and importance of the event.
The cultural program started after a
short snack break. Many performers
from teraians community presented
their talent through dance, drama,
songs, and poems. The program was
fabulous and was the

~ heart of the event! An-

~ chors Ms. Kajal Karna

yand Mr. Alok Kumar
o further added spirit into
§ the cultural program.

i There was short round-
table discussion after the
cultural program in
which Dr. Jayprakash
Sah, Dr. Vijay Jha, and
Dr. Akhilesh Singh an-
swered questions of few
attendees about ANTA ac-
tivities regarding welfare of
teraians people in Nepal. We
all enjoyed very delicious
dinner prepared by FunAsia |
after the cultural program.
Finally, the program was
concluded at around 10:30
pm with the award distribu-
tion to our performers in the

cultural program. Mr. Sanjay Karn ex-
pressed thankyou note at the end of the
program. At the last, but not least, Dal-
las chapter genuinely honored few best
leaders of ANTA who contributed in
different manners to complete the jour-
ney of decade. The honoree were Mr.
Ratan Jha, Mr. Suneel Sah, Mr. Lalit
Jha, Dr. Binod Shah, Mr. Satendra
Shah, Mr. Amit Shah, Mr. Ritesh
Chaudhary, Dr. Biplav Yadav, Ms. An-
napurna Deo, and Mr. Mukesh Singh.

It was a very successful event and was

great moment to meet and greet more
than 100 people at same platform. Dal-
las chapter-ANTA thanks everyone for
their participation and support to make
the event successful. Since few Nepal-
ese Teraians could not attend the pro-
gram due to their tight schedule, every
effort will be made to facilitate fellow
Teraians to attend the future event or-
ganized by Dallas chapter.

©ANTA 2015
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ANTA’s 10th Anniversary
Celebration by Mid-West
Region (NE/IA/MN)

First milestone in its journey

ANTA 10 year Anniversary
Ay 25 215l
Des Moi IOWA

2
\-
3
b
%\ ANTA

Gathering of Teraians from Nebraskallowa Area

-

On July 25, 2015 approxi-
mately 50 people ( Adults and

children) from IA, NE and
MN gathered to celebrate
ANTA's 10 year anniversary
at a scenic state park near
Des Moines IA. After ex-
change of greeting, fellowship

and great appetizer; we dis-
cussed ANTA History,
ANTA's ongoing projects and
finally opening chapter for
mid-west area.
With great enthusiasm and

lively discussion, we opened "
ANTA's Mid-West Chap-
ter". The core geographical
area of this chapter will in-
clude; Iowa, Minnesota, Ne-
braska, Missouri and Kan-
sas. Des Moines IA, is ap-

proximately 3 hours' drive

from all the capital cities of
the states.  Ad-hoc chapter

members and core-officers po-
sitions were unanimously
elected. It is chapters under-
standing that new officer po-
sition could be added as more
people come to know about
this chapter. Dhiraj Chaud-
hary, Kanata Mallik and I
went over some guidelines
and expectation of chapter
and chapter president. On
this special occasion, we
formed a Mid-West ANTA
Chapter which includes the
states of NE, IA, MN, KS. A
lot of news members were
added to ANTA.

President
Mzr. Arvind Karn Des Moines, IA
Vice President

Mr. Ajay Mallik Des Moines, IA

Secretary

Mr. Amit Ranjan Cedar Rapid, TA

Treasurer:

Mzr. Sharwan Jha Albert Lee, MN

Members
Indu Karn Des Moines, IA
Ishwar Chaudhary Omaha, NE
Manoj Prajapati Des Moines, TA
Anil Jha Des Moines, IA
Navin Karn Des Moines, TA
Bipin Chaudhary Des Moines, IA
Sarvendra Agahari Des Moines, IA
Om Goit Lincoln, NE
Shivam Ashirbadam Lincoln,NE
Manita Jha Des Moines IA

©ANTA 2015
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~
Vijay Kumar Singh
(The Definition of Democracy)

Neta answers questions
asked by Janta!

Janta: Where is the constitu-
tion?

Neta: Coming very soon.

Janta: It doesn’t look com-
plete. You left many issues
for future. So we have to
FIGHT!

Neta: If it is complete now,
then what else is there left
for ME in the future? This is

politics!

Janta: Also, why do we need
a National Government?

Neta: “Equal opportunity,
Equal Share”, Remember??

Janta: Yes, but how?

Neta: It’s simple! We are rep-
resentatives of Janta. We
form National Government
according to our numbers
and divide the money
(earthquake
money).

!

Baat samaj mein aaye?

Janta: Sabh kucch
gaya! Namaskar

samayj

ANTA Projects

1. ANTA Scholarship
Project

This project was started in 2014
with the objective to provide
Scholarship to the Top Students
in Terai Region of Nepal. The
Sarlahi Social Welfare Founda-
tion (SSWF), a registered non-
profit organization in Nepal is a
project partner and organizer of
this project in Nepal.

Association of Nepali Teraian in Amerca: . |

Ve - DAV, Sushi Kedia Vishua Bhaeati

Organized by:
lahi Social Welf3

ndation

The scholarship amount was
NRs. 40,000 to the 1st (girl
student in general category)
and NRs. 25,000 to each of the
four students (2nd and 3rd
students from General Cate-
gory and 1 girl and 1 boy from
Dalit/Minority/Indigenous
category).

On July 12, 2014 program was
held in Kathmandu to award
the scholarship. Recipient of
awards were Ms. Sarita

13

< y
Scholarship Recipients and Hosts at the July 12, 2014 progl‘al?ﬁf < '

Kathmandu

Project entailed providing schol-
arship for 5 students from the
following categories from the
public schools located in the
Terai region:

o Category 1: 3 General girl
students

o Category 2: 1 girl student
from Dalit/Minority/
Indigenous community and

o Category 3: 1 boy student
from Dalit/Minority/
Indigenous.

Yadav, Ms. Amrita Shah, Mi-
naskshi Yadav, Ms. Pratibha
Rajbasni and Mr. Akil
Dhuniya.

SSWF and ANTA are working
on selecting top 5 students for
scholarship award for the year
2015. ANTA really appreci-
ates SSWF and its founder Dr.
Vijay Jha for being great part-
ner in facilitating this impor-
tant project.
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2. Power the Village Pro-
ject, Khirouan Village;
Sarlahi District, Nepal

In the beginning of 2015,
ANTA collaborated with stu-

.
i A 8

dents of University of Nebraska
in Lincoln ( UNL) to provide
electricity to poor people of the
Khirauan Village in Siraha Dis-
trict, Nepal by using the renew-
able sources of energy using 20
watt solar panel. On behalf of
UNL, this project was led by
Mr. Om Goit, Ph. D students in
Physics who is from the Khir-
auan Village as well.

The project entailed providing
electricity to approximately 15
household. The total cost of pro-
ject was estimated to be ap-
proximately $2,500. ANTA con-
tributed $1,200 towards this
project. As of July 2015, solar
panel has been installed on the
8 houses.

ANTA appreciates the opportu-
nity to be the partner in this
project which provides not only

ower a Village

the renewable energy to the poor
people but also reduces the risk
of exposure of smoke that has
the potential diseases like respi-
ratory infections, lung and
throat cancer, eye infection, cata-
: ract,
acute res-
piratory
* infection
such in-
fluenza
and pneu-
monia
etc..

Wl ANTA

4 would

! like to
thank Om
= Goit,
UNL stu-
dents and
donors for supporting this pro-
ject.

library in Pakadi Village, Kapil-
bastu District, Nepal. Per
MOU:

o Staker Wallace Fund, as do-
nor agreed to provide
$20,000 for the project;

o ANTA registered as a non-
profit 501¢(3) organization in
the United States, agreed to
be the transferring agent;
and

e Madhesh Initiative, as recipi-

ent of funds for the construc-

tion of a school library in

Pakadi Village, Kapilbastu

District, Nepal agreed to over-

see the construction of the pro-

ject.

ANTA will be listed as a collabo-
rator in this project.

As of July 2015, $15,000 has
been transferred to Madhesh
Initiative and library construc-

3. School Library Project
in Pakadi Village, Kapil-
bastu District, Nepal

In July 2014; ANTA, Staker
Wallace Fund and Madhesh Ini-
tiative signed memorandum of
understanding (MOU) for the
purpose of constructing a school

tion is in full swing. ANTA ap-
preciated generosity of Mr. Mi-
chael Wallace to fund such an
important project. ANTA would
like to thank Mr. Narendra
Chaudhary, Deepak Sah and
Madhesh Initiative for oversee-
ing the construction of the pro-
ject.
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I Buried in My Heart But ever since she passed away I feel ANTA’s Membership
Vijay K. Singh, DC two tragedies hit me at once, first I lost Drive

“It 1s very true when people
say that, MOTHER, MOTH-
ERLAND and MOTHER
TONGUE can never be re-
placed. I was born and raised
in an educated landlord fam-
ily near Jankapur of Terai
region. My mother tongue is
Maithili, but people speak in
mix of few Terain languages
with each other. When I was
young, I went to India to stay
with my maternal uncle in
order to attain education.
While in school I did not ex-
perience trouble conversing
with fellow students since
they did speak Maithili. 1
completed my high school
and got married with a girl
of Maithili speaking back-
ground. I completed my edu-
cation and moved back to my
native country of Nepal. For
employment, I relocated to
northern part of the country
with my wife and kid, where
people spoke Nepali. Yet
again, I quickly adapted to
new environs and learned
Nepali, but my mother
tongue was confined within
my family. Ten years later,
my family and I moved to
United States to pursue our
American Dream. Time
passed on and gradually
Maithili kept shrinking from
our daily life. With new addi-
tions to our family, English
became the primary lan-
guage especially for the new
generation. The only occa-
sion I spoke Maithili was
with my dearly beloved wife.

my wife and second I have lost my
mother tongue. I am a happy man with
no regrets! I have a loving and caring
family. But yet sometimes I desperately
yearn to speak in my mother tongue.
Ultimately, I buried my mother tongue
with my beloved wife and her memories
in my heart”.

An old man nearing his life’s conclusion
shares his and his mother tongue’s ex-
tensive journey while wiping his tears. A
middle aged man listening patiently
while fighting back his tears says gently,

“Kaka! Don’t worry we have ANTA! We
are here for you and all of community.
Your son Raju, became ANTA member
and he will attend all our gatherings

......English became the primary
language especially for the new
generation. The only occasion I

spoke Maithili was with my
dearly beloved wife. But ever
since she passed ......

and functions with you”

The old man with renewed sense of
hope replies, “Bauwa! I am happy that
ANTA is here”. He further adds, “Now,
I am sure my last journey will start
from my community”

On occasion of ANTA’s 10th
Anniversary, ANTA launched
its membership to reach out to
the fellow Terains and friends
of Teraians living in America.
To date, ANTA has added 61
members, including 25 life
members from different states
of the USA. If you have not
been a member of ANTA or
have not renewed your mem-
bership, ANTA requests you
all to become a member of
ANTA.

List of new Life Members:

Dr. Akhilesh Singh, NM

. Kaushal K Jha, TX

Mr. Subodh Sah, CA

Mr. Devendra Karn, TX

. Kanta Mallik, TA

. Ajay Mallik, TA

. Vijay Singh, DC

. Chakradhar Mishra, VA
. Bijay Agrawal, MD

. Anubha Verma, VA

. Anil Dwivedy, VA

. Sujit Mishra, DC

. Raghawendra Dwivedy, VA
. Madan Pathak, MD

. Bikash Singh, MD

. Bachan Dev Thakur, VA
. Sunil Jha, MD

. Bachcha Tiwari, TX

. Pramod Jha, TX

. Mohan Yadav, VA

. Arbind Singh, NY

. Dhiraj Choudhary, NE

. Vijay Pratap Singh, MD
. Shrawan Jha, IA

. Aniket Sah, NY
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