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Dear friends and families of ANTA,
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and Empowerment through facilitating close cooperation and networking
among Nepali Madheshis and friends of Madheshis in North America.
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three pillar areas: (1) Professional Development & Communication among
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personal agenda. We are working
to amend the by-laws to facilitate
contested election and strengthen
our chapters. We ask for all your
support, cooperation and patience
to organize the postponed 4™ gen-
eral convention as early as possi-
ble.

We cordially invite all Madheshis
living in North America and also
all those who would like to partic-
ipate in our association’s noble
mission, to join ANTA. We hope
you will support ANTA by be-
coming one of its members. We
look forward to receiving your
constructive comments and sug-
gestions to further better our-
selves.

Let’s join hands......

Dr. Chakradhar Mishra
Chairman, Interim ANTA Board
chairman(@terai.org

Executive Editor

Disclaimer

he sole purpose of

this newsletter is to
provide information about AN-
TA activities. The information
in this Newsletter is solely for
informational purpose only and
should not take as legal advice.
The opinions in the articles are
solely the opinions of the writ-
ers of those articles. ANTA does
not convey any warranty about
the contents. If you have con-
cerns or need more information
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on the subject matter of articles,
please contact directly to the au-
thors of those articles. The read-
ers should read the articles on
their own responsibility and un-
derstanding. As permitted by
law, ANTA excludes any war-
ranty, guaranty, representations
and suggestions relating to the
newsletter.

TRIVANI

Association of Nepali
Teraian in America (ANTA)

Editorial Message

Namaste, Respected Families and
Friends of ANTA!

Our Trivani e-Publication is a di-
rect resource of ANTA’s news
updates providing with recent ac-
complishments with programs,
projects and articles. In this publi-
cation you will find ANTA’s dedi-
cation for assisting towards the
development of Madhesh through
educational resources such as Pa-
kadi Library and Community In-
formation Center which will give
generational advancements to all
age groups and professional inter-
ests. With your continued support
ANTA was also able to help the
fire victims in Madhesh.

Along with some of our ethnic
activities such as recent grand cel-
ebration of Chhath, ANTA had
proudly participated in Nepal Day
Parade in New York. It is
ANTA’s best interest to work dili-
gently towards strengthen our
Identity, Integration and Empow-
erment. We had proudly

www.terai.org

Trivani g

acknowledged Buddha 2578"
Birth Anniversary on May 21% at
the Jud Sheetal celebration in Dal-
las, ANTA-DFW chapter for
peace and harmony, when the
whole world was celebrating Bud-
dha Jayanti.

I would like to thank all the mem-
bers of editorial boards 2014-2016
Executive Committee and present
Interim Committee for everyone
hard work towards this publica-
tion. This publication of ANTA is
a continued effort from previous
board.

ANTA thrives to excel with your
blissful support as always. We
look forward to your contribution
for the next publication of Trivani.
Thank You All!

Sincerely

Annapurna Deo
Editor-in-chief, Trivani
Adeo6433@gmail.com
919-423-7069

Visct Us ¢

URL:
http://www.terai.org/
Facebook:

https://

www.facebook.com/

ANTA family/
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ANTA: An Introduction

he Association of Nepali
Teraian in America
(ANTA) is a non-political

and non-profit organization, and
was registered with the State of
Texas on March 31, 2005. AN-
TA was formally announced at
the ANA Convention of 2005
held at Dallas, Texas.

ANTA was formed to promote
Advancement and Awareness of
the Teraian’s Identity, Linguis-
tic and Cultural heritage, and
facilitate close ties, cooperation
and networking among Nepali
Teraians in North America. It
will also promote cooperation
and strengthen ties with other
Nepali Organizations in North
America.

By cultivating closer relation-
ship with different organization,
ANTA will seek to promote har-
mony, better cooperation and
greater unity amongst all peo-
ple of Nepali origin living in
North America.

We cordially invite all Nepali
Teraians living in North Ameri-
ca and also all those who would
like to participate in our associa-
tion’s noble mission, to join AN-
TA.

We hope your support to ANTA
by becoming one of its members.
We look forward to receiving
your constructive comments and
suggestions to further better
ourselves... Let’s Join hands !!!

www.terai.org
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ANTA Recent Update

As you all know that EX-ANTA
EC (2014-16) postponed the 4"
ANTA convention because cur-
rent Bylaws were inadequate for
contested election. ALL effort to
hold the convention without an
election was unsuccessful. In ad-
dition, the Current ANTA board/
Interim Executive committee was
formed with the primary purpose
of amending current bylaws that
will allow provisions and detailed
guidelines for this contested elec-
tion and to hold the 4™ ANTA
Convention. We are making pro-
gress on amending the Bylaws
and formed the subcommittees for
completing these tasks.

We also recently formed the advi-
sory committee with our promi-
nent members and shared with all
the members. All details related to
subcommittee will be shared with
members in few days. We will
share the draft of Bylaws very
soon and announce the new date
for the postponed convention as
soon as Bylaws is approved by
ANTA members. During this tran-
sition period, we are also taking
care of regular day-to- day busi-
ness and organizing our cultural
events.

For example, our chapters (ANTA
-GNYC, DC-Chapter, and other
chapters) organized Chhatha Pu-
ja as grand event, which brought
all the member together to cele-
brate our great festival with lots of
joy. Especially, the Chhatha Pu-
ja organized by ANTA-GNYC

Page: 3
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Recent Update Cont.

Especially, the Chhatha Puja
organized by ANTA-GNYC was
the one of the biggest event by
ANTA so far.

Interim  Executive Committee
again would like to emphasize
that we have no interest in any-
thing but helping ANTA during
this difficult situation. Because of
our love and passion for ANTA,
we have agreed to take on these
very challenging and difficult
tasks. We promise that we will
work with all members fairly, in-
dependently with culture of hon-
esty and truth for the unity of AN-
TA members. With the help, you
all members and well-wishers we
will fulfill our responsibilities.
We know you all love ANTA and
want to see united and stronger.
Our goal is to keep unity among
ANTA members. We need to cre-
ate new business model to make
ANTA as platform for ANTA’s
future. We sincerely request that
all of you will help us in this very
noble cause and make ANTA
greater and stronger again.
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ANTA Program and
Activities

Chhath Festival

ANTA’s Greater New York Chap-
ter ((GNYC) organized and cele-
brated Chhath Puja in Lam-
bertville, New Jersey on Novem-
ber 6th and 7th 2016. Devotees
performed the puja and blessed
the people present. The program
was very successful as more than
120 ANTA members and well-
wishers were present in the pro-
gram which included the partici-
pants from Texas, North Carolina,
Washington DC, Pennsylvania,
New York, New Jersey, Delaware
and other neighboring states. AN-
TA Board would like to appreci-
ate Mr. Subhash Kumar Baitha,
President, ANTA-GNYC and his
team for their hard work. ANTA
board is equally indebted to Mrs.
Rekha (Mallik) Karna and Dr.
Upendra Karna for hosting this
event and serving very delicious
traditional foods for Chhath cele-
bration. We would also like to
thank consular general (NY) Mr.
Pushpa Raj Bhattarai for his phys-
ical presence at ghat and Nepales
Ambassodor Dr. Arjun Karki for
his best wishes conveyed via
chairman Dr. Chakradhar Mishra.

After puja, an interaction program
was held on venue which was pre-
sided by our chapter President Mr.
Subhash Baitha. Speakers in this
program include Founding Presi-
dent Mr. Ratan Jha, Advisors Dr.
Upendra Karn and Mrs. Annapur-
na Deo; prominent personalities
Mr. Narayan Deo, Dr. Subodh
Mallik, ANTA Chairman Dr.
Chakradhar Mishra, ANTA Board

Page: 4
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ANTA Program and Activities Cont.

Chhath Festival Cont.

Trivani s

Member Dr. Kaushal Jha and Mr. Arbind Singh
underscored the need for unity among ANTA mem-
bers while keeping its principles and values intact.

Likewise, ANTA DC Chapter organized Chhath puja in
Washington DC. This is the Sth straight year that DC chapter
has been able to celebrate one of the greatest festivals of Madhesh.
We would like to appreciate ANTA DC chapter president Mr. Anil
Dwidedi, our Advisors Mr. Vijay Singh & Mr. Dharmendra Thakur
and the Chhath committee for organizing this event with such a
great success.

Finally, ANTA Central Board encourage all its chapters to organ-
ize various festivals depicting culture of Madhesh and assure
that Board will extend their full cooperation to make the pro-
gram successful.

©ANTA 2016 www.terai.org

ANTA board is
equally indebted
to Mrs. Rekha
and Dr. Upendra
Karna for host-
ing this year
GNYC Chhath in
their residence in
NJ
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Chhath Festival Cont.
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Significance of Chhath Festival

by Narayan Prasad Deo

Chhath puja is related to Shasti Devi (called Chha-
thi Maiya) and to the sun God (Surya Deva). So, in
Chhath Puja we worship Shasti Devi and Surya De-

va. It is celebrated in the kshati tithi of Kartika
Shukla paksha by offering Argh (a mixture of water
and milk) to the sun at the sunset time and the next
day in the morning time to the rising sun. The King
Sharyati’s daughter princess Sukanya worshiped
Chhathi Maiya and Surya Deva by fasting per the
advice of Nagkanya for the blessing to cure the
damaged eyes of her husband Chyavan Rishi who
was the son of Bhrigu Rishi in Satya Yuga. In Tre-
ta Yuga, Bhagwan Ram and Sita did Chhathi Puja
in Ayodhya after the victory over Ravan. The sun
was the main God in Treta Yuga. Chhath is cele-
brated in Bihar and U. P. states and the Terai area
of Nepal.

According to Brahma Baivart Puran, Shvambhuv
Manu had a son Priybrat. Unfortunately, a dead
boy was born to Malini, the wife of Priybrat. Carry-
ing thier dead son, Malini and Priybrat went to
Shamshan. They were very sad and crying there.
All of sudden one beautiful Devi who was Man-
skanya of Brahma came from the sky and touched
the dead boy. The boy became alive. Both Malini
and Priybrat became very happy and worshipped
Devi who was Kshasti Devi (Chhathi Maiya) who is
also known as Goddess Dev Sena, the consort of
Lord Kartik. Kshasti Devi is shastangsa prakrite

www.terai.org
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(the sixth incarnation of PRAKRITT).

It is said in Mahabharat that Dropadi (Panchali), the
wife of Pandav, also worshipped Shasti Devi and-
Surya in banbaas time. Dropadi received Akshya
Patra (inexhaustible bowl), a divine bowl by pray-
ing the Surya. The divine ball provided her food all
day till Panchali took her meal. She was taking her
meal after feeding everybody in her family includ-
ing the guests such rishis.

Another story behind Chhath festival is that there
was a man named Mahipal Banick who became
blind due to some curse. Devarshi Narad advised
him to worship Surya (Surya pooja). Mahipal Ban-
ick followed the advice of Devarshi Narad and be-
came normal and able to see. Since then we cele-
brate Chaath for good health.

In Saamb Puran, there is another story of Saamb,
the son of Jaambanti and Bhagwaan Shri Krishna
who had serious health problem due to curse of
Durvaasa Rishi.

Saamb also recovered quickly as a result of praying
to Surya by chanting 21 names of Surya which are:

fdehdel-Vikartana, fda¥arel- Vivaswana, HTIUS-
Martanda, HTEHRI-  Bhaskara, I9-
CICDSCAMC o Lokaprakashaka, #ATA- Shrimana,
EIES 98- Loka Chakshu, IAgaL- Graheshwara,
Wl ATef- Loka Sakshi, EGIETIP Trilokesha,
Fdl- Karta, ﬁT-I‘f— Harta, Hﬁ'&l—ﬁT— Tamisraha,
dYel- Tapana, dIYel- Tapana, Qﬁ— Shuchi,
HeATRIdTg - THTEAGE -
Gabhastihasta, SEHT- Brahma, ddcdeTHEHhd-

C
Sarvadevanamaskrita

Ravi,

Saptashvavahana,

Surya is the adhipati (controller) of Vayu (air ele-
ment-breathing). If there is no breathing there is no
life that means the end of life. Therefore, the Surya
who is the controller of breathing (svash-prasvash)
is worshiped to be alive, healthy and to have a hap-
py long life.

Page: 7
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Significance of Chhath Cont.

Why we do Surya pooja in Chhath? We worship
Surya to fulfil our material desires for good health,
wealth and mental strength, and our spiritual de-
sires for liberation as we pray Surya, “Ghrini
Suryah Aadityom, gyan vigyan mokshadam”.

What we do in Chhath pooja? It is related to
Surya Atharvashirsh in the end of Atharva Veda
and that is to Chant two mantras: Surya mantra, Om

Ghrini Surya Adityom - 3» €ROft '\‘Eﬁ' T 3»
and Surya Gayatri mantra (TSN #FA), Om vur
vuvah svah tat savitur vareniam, bhargodevasya
dimahi dhio yonah prachodyat - 35 H\Sia’i &q:

deafaqayed self gaw: d\fy fomr a@r o
galgard.

The above Surya Gayatri mantra is in Yajur Veda
36.3 and Rig Veda 362.10. It means that we pray to
Surya to inspire our thinking, actions and speech
towards positive and right directions to be success-
ful for achieving good health and sound mind, and
our mission of human life.

How to do Surya Pooja in Chhath? We worship
Surya on the first day of Chaath Pooja at the time of
Sunset and the second day of Chaath Pooja at the
time of rising Sun: we worship and pray by fasting
and offering special Prasad facing to the Surya
(Sun) standing in a river or pond.

Suryopnishad states that every sin can be washed
away by chanting “Ghrini Suryah Aditom” and
Padma Puran 1/80/58 shloka says, “sharir arogya
dhanbridhi tusyet Divakar”.

The soul is the form of light as said in Shiv Sam-
hita. Light can pass through light only. That is why
Vedant Darshan 4/2/18 Sutra says, “rasmyanusari’
which means the soul follows the rays of sun to get
liberation which is one of the main reasons for wor-
shipping the sun.

| 39T
IfeRT AATIHT Tl HH AT |
feamet FEEqes geaTE AASET o el
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Adi-Deva  Namastubhyam  Prasid Mama
Bhaaskara.
Divaakara Namastubhyam Prabhaakara

Namostu Te.

Salutation to you Adi-Dev (the first God). O Bhaas-
kar (the shining one) be gracious to me. Salutation
to you Divaaakar (the maker of the day) and again
salutation to you Prabhaakara (the maker of light).

ANTA's participation (Dhoti Rally) in
Nepal Parade in NY

ANTA family members and friends were delighted
to participate in the Nepal Parade Day on 22 May
2016 in New York, USA, organized by different
Nepali organizations including Association of Ne-
pali Teraian in America (ANTA). In the organizing
committee, Mr. Satendra Sah (Former Sr. Vice-
President) and Mr. Arbind Singh (ANTA GNYC
President) represented ANTA. We exhibited a his-
toric moment of our pride and confidence of
Madhesh traditional cultural dress of men and
women for Identity, Integrity and Empowerment.

Page: 8
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ANTA's participation (Dhoti Rally) in Distribution of Relief to
Nepal Parade in NY Cont. Fire Victims

Male members of ANTA family dressed in Dhoti-
Kurta-Gamcha and female members in Shaari-
blause, Sulwar-kuarta or Lahnga-choli proudly
marched on New York Street where the Statue of 3

Liberty stands high as the universal symbol for an s W
expression of freedom and liberty. ANTA feels ! ; Tr

proud to attend this celebration in coordination with

9. ANTA (USA)
' 2. Nepal Share
3. faamefier Aarefr

¥, GHT AR = W0

ANTA signed an memorandum of understanding
(MOU) with Sammaj Utthan Yuwa Kendra, Ja-
nakpur, Nepal on April 27, 2016 to distribute the
relief maerials tofifire victims in different districts
of Nepal. In total, ANTA contributed $2,950, col-
lected by ANTA on the name of Fire Victims Relief
Fund. The fund included $1,200 donated by NRN
NCC of USA.

Samaj Utthan Yuwa Kendra used the fund for
providing the relief to the fire victims in Kushwaha
(Kapilvastu), Bhokraha (Sunsari), and villages in
Sindhuli, Udaypur District and Gulmi districts. AN-
TA would like to thank all the donors whose gener-
Our slogan “HO hami Madheshi ho, Ho hami dhoti ous contribution made possible to provide the hu-
ho, HO dhoti hamro pahichan ho”, was wonderful. manitarian help in the affected area. ANTA also
Great Job ANTA-New York Chapter! ANTA is thanks Mr. Saroj Ray of Sammaj Utthan Yuwa
thankful to all the participants, Dr. Binod Shah, Mr. Kendra for helping in distribution of relief materials
Mukesh Jha, Mr. Arbind Singh, Mr. Satendra Sah in those areas.

for making the Dhoti Rally a grand success.

ANTA-New York Chapter

skskoskoskok
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New Year and Jude Sheetal cele-
bration by ANTA-DFW

ANTA-DFW Chapter elaborately celebrated the
Jude-Sheetal and Happy New Year 2073 at Ruchi
Palace on 21 of May 2016 in Dallas, Texas. This
event was an overwhelming success attracting
around more than 150 Madheshis from Houston and
Dallas/Fort Worth Area. Mrs. Annapurna Deo, AN-
TA Spokesperson was the Chief Guest at the pro-
gram. The presence of ANTA Central Executive
Committee members Mr. Ratan Jha (Advisor), Mr.
Suneel Sah (Sr. Vice President), Dr. Kaushal Jha
(Treasurer), Dr. Umesh Yadav (Joint-Secretary),
and Dr. Vijay Jha (Member) attended this cultural
program. The evening was full of fun with an excel-
lent cultural program followed by inauguration and
some recognition.

Mrs. Annapurna Deo acknowledged the 2578
Birth Anniversary of Gautama Buddha, the re-
nowned messenger of peace with 30 second of
prayers-in-silence for the peace and happiness in
Madhesh-Nepal in harmonious way as Buddha was
born in own Lumbini of Madhesh in Nepal. She
emphasized on the role of ANTA to brining com-
munity together. Other speakers at the program
were Mr. Ratan Jha, Mr. Suneel Sah and Dr. Ma-
hendra Mahato. Dr. Mahato, a senior life member
of ANTA, also presented his views on strengthen-
ing and uniting the community.

Cultural program was kindly organized by Mrs.
Kajal karna. Program reflected the rainbow of en-
tertainment, authentic beauty of Terai-Madhesh cul-
ture, identity and promotion of young kids. ANTA

©ANTA 2016
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appreciates the efforts and dedication of Mr. Deven-
dra Karna, immediate past president of ANTA
DFW Chapter, Mr Suneel Sah, Dr. Rakesh Sah and
Dr. Sanjay Karn in making the program memorable
and great success.

Summer Picnic by ANTA-GNYC

The ANTA-GNYC organized annual summer
pick on July 23", 2016 in the Liberty State Park,
New Jersey. In the picnic more than 150 people
from Boston, Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Delaware,
Connecticut, New Jersey, and all from New York
were present. The program was a grand success.

Page: 10
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Summer Picnic by ANTA-DC

The ANTA DC Chapter had organized annual pic-
nic on 20th August 2016 at Lake Accotink Park in
Springfield, VA. There were many local partici-
pants as well as some had come from out of state.
This was a great occasion where all celebrated

our Madhesi unity with lots of delicious cuisine.

Holi by ANTA-GNYC

Association of Nepali Teraian in America, Greater
New York Chapter (ANTA GNYC) organized a
program on March 19" 2016 to celebrate holi in
New York. Mr. Arbind Singh, President of ANTA
GNYC presided the program in which Consulate
General of Nepal Mr. Narayan P. Mainali, Local
American leader, Alia Latif, and several Nepali
Community leaders including Mr. Anand Bist and
Luisang Waiba were present. More than 300 people
including several senior Madheshi Community
members, Dr. Upendra Karn, Dr. Naveen Singh,
Mr. Nawal Kishor Yadav, Dr. Madhav Yadav par-
ticipated in the program that was started with the
inaugural speech by Mr. Subhash K. Baitha. The
major attraction of the program was the food and

the cultural program, for which Mr. Amit Shah, Ms.

Trivani g

that the Holi is not only the festival of color but also
of the love, friendship and brotherhood.

http://madheshvani.com/details/11425/madhesh-
update

Holi by ANTA-DC

On a beautiful day of 26™ March 2016, ANTA-DC
Chapter families celebrated the great festival of col-
ors “Holi” (Faguwa) at Lake Accotik Park in
Springfield. Families from DC and surrounding ar-
ea gathered together with varieties of delicious food
and snacks near the lake.

Guests from Nepalese Embassy and other Nepali

and Indian community friends and families joined

had played important role. In the program, the
Chapter President, Mr. Arbind Singh emphasized

©ANTA 2016
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Holi ANTA-DC Cont. Recognition of ANTA-GNYC

While grownups were singing songs, children were
playing in the park on this great spring day. It truly by State Senate
was a wonderful social event of cultural bond.

SEN —
?lATOR TOBY ANN STAVISKY )
)

Dertificate of :@R:'et-y

nitien

ASSOCIATION OF NEPALI
- TERRAIN IN AMERICA

| e ——

COMMEMORATING ASIAN HERITAGE NIGHT

T

May 19, 2016

e

Association of Nepali Teraian in America Greater
New York Chapter (ANTA GNYC) has received
certificate of recognition from New York State
Senator Tony Ann Stavisky. On the occasion of
Asian Heritage Nights in Queens 2016, the recog-
nition is given to the ANTA GNYC for its long-
term hard work for the welfare of Madhesh and
Madheshis. The other Madheshi organization that
received this recognition on the same occasion was
Madheshi Community Empowerment in America,
Inc.

ANTA GNYC President, Mr. Arbind Sah, has ex-
tended his appreciation to all those ANTA Family
members and friends who have helped the organi-
zation to achieve this recognition. ANTA Execu-
tive Committee Congratulates ANTA GNYC for
. s G 9 - this achievement.

h D bl » http://www.todaykhabar.com/2016/05/21/48536/

Everyone wished Holi to each other with putting
Abir. This festival of colors became even more col-
orful by enjoying each other’s company. Partici-
pants at the event sang songs in Nepali, Maithili,

Bhojpuri, Hindi and Newari. This gathering proved
that Holi is not only the festival of colors but also
unity of diversity celebrating the happiest of hu-
manity.

kokskokook
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ANTA Conference Call General Meeting

ANTA Conference Call General Meeting was organized in a webinar setting on
May 1%, 2016. The major goal of the meeting was to collect suggestions and make
a clear road map for future agenda. In the meeting, a presentation on “Association
of Nepali Teraian in America for Identity, Integration & Empowerment” by Dr. J.
P. Sah, was followed by questions and answers session. In the presentation, Dr.
Sah highlighted the history of ANTA and achievments in past 11 years. Following
the meeting, discussion focussed on five pre-distributed questions: i) How can
ANTA become a broader and inclusive non-political organization for people from
Terai/Madhesh to share similar cultural and social activities?, 11) What should AN-
TA do to expand membership base to let all Madheshi’s (Teraian’s) in USA to feel
ANTA as their own organization?, ii1) How can ANTA foster better coordination
and cooperation with other Madheshi and Non-Madheshi organizations?, 1iv) What
should ANTA do to open and strengthen ANTA local chapters?, and v) What of the
followings should ANTA focus on in next 2 to 4 years?

Social-Cultural program in US

Socio-Economic Issues in Terai/Madhesh in Nepal

Help Young Generation and New-Immigrant Madheshi in USA

Human right issues in Terai/Madhesh

Education opportunities for new-immigrant Madheshi in USA and youths in
Terai/Madhesh

Help in creating training and skill development opportunities in Terai/Madhesh

Our enormous effort to disseminate past achievements and exploring better future
road map for ANTA was a milestone. ANTA would like to thank all the partici-
pants for their valuable suggestions/feedbacks which are going to help in achiev-
ing ANTA’s missions/objectives and strengthening our community culturally, lin-
guistically and socio-economically. Following the suggestions of participants in
the meeting, ANTA has launched the membership drive at the reduced rate of
membership fee for Life ($50.00), General ($5:00), and Student (Free) Member-
ship. Similarly, a commttee was formed to develop guidelines for ANTA Chapter
for the financial aspect in details. ANTA hopes to receive the continuous support/
suggestions from the members and friends of ANTA to make it stronger and home
organization for all the people from Madhesh/ Terai, who are living in USA.

©ANTA 2016 www.terai.org Page: 13
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Pakadi Community

Library & Information
Center

Association of Nepali Teraian in
America (ANTA) welcomes the
news of the inauguration of the
“Pakadi Community Library and
Information Center” on November
20th, 2016; in Pakadi Village, Ka-
pilbastu District, Nepal. On behalf
of ANTA Board, I would like to
thank Mr. Michael Wallace and
Staker Wallace fund for generous
donation of $20,000 for this im-
portant project. I would also like
to thank Mr. Narendra Chaudhary,
Deepak Sah and Madhesh Initia-
tive for overseeing the construc-
tion of this project. Last but not
least, I would like to recognize
and appreciate effort of ANTA
2012-2014 and 2014-2016 Execu-
tive Committee for their collabo-
ration and time in making this im-
portant project possible. Special
thanks to ANTA immediate past
president Dr. J P Sah for partici-
pating in the event on behalf of
ANTA and past president Mr.
Lalit Jha (2012-14) for initiating
this project. This project is exam-
ple of how ANTA can play im-
portant role in working with will-
ing stakeholders to make positive
impact for our community in Ne-
pal. Following provides brief back
ground on the project:

In July 2014; ANTA, Staker Wal-
lace Fund and Madhesh Initiative
signed memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) for the purpose
of constructing a school library in
Pakadi Village, Kapilbastu Dis-

©ANTA 2016

trict, Nepal. Per MOU;

» Staker Wallace Fund, as donor
agreed to provide $20,000 for the
project;

* ANTA registered as a non-profit
501¢(3) organization in the United
States, agreed to be the transfer-
ring agent; and

* Madhesh Initiative, as recipient
of funds for the construction of a
school library in Pakadi Village,
Kapilbastu District, Nepal agreed
to oversee the construction of the
project.

ANTA will be listed as a collabo-
rator in this project.

In early 2016, ANTA also commit-
ted to provide $2,000 for library
infrastructure and internet. ANTA
is looking forward to continuing
collaboration with involved parties
in similar activities.

www.terai.org

Rebuilding Deaf and
Hard Hearing Stu-
dent (Special Need)
School for Children,
Basatpur, Rauthat
District

ANTA Ex Executive com-
mittee had approved to
launch a long-term project
to rebuild special need
school for the children in
Basatpur. It is ANTA’s first
ever project in Nepal for
this school. ANTA provid-
ed supporting the 15 deaf
and hard hearing children
school for few years starting
in 2006. We plan to contin-
ue this project by processing
for signing Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) be-
tween the School and AN-

TA 1in near future.

Photo: Undated ANTA file
Pictures:  Picture of chil-
dren at the Deaf and Hard
hearing School
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ANTA Personality of the Quarter: Dr. Pramod Mishra

Dr. Pramod K. Mishra, from Am-
ardaha Village Development Com-
mittee, Morang District, Nepal, is
an Associate Professor at the De-
partment of English Studies, Lewis
University, Romeoville, IL. Dr.
Mishra, after completing his B.A.
and M.A. in English from T.N.B.
College, Bhagalpur University and
Patna  University respectively,
worked as a Lecturer/Asst. Profes-
sor at Tri-Chandra College, Tribhu-
van University (TU), Kathmandu.
At TU, he taught English Literature
for seven years (1982-1989). Dr.
Mishra received a Fullbright Fel-
lowship from Nepal (1989-1991) to
pursue his M.A. studies in USA,
where he first earned an M.A. in
English from Northern Illinois Uni-
versity, and then Ph.D. in English
from Duke University in 2003. He
specializes in Literatures and cul-
tures of South Asia, the Caribbean,
and Africa; Twentieth-Century An-
glo-American literature with em-
phasis on diaspora writers; Theo-
ries of Postcolonialism, Literature
and Culture. At Duke, he also
worked as an Instructor for seven
years (1994-2001), and taught Eng-
lish Literature, Translation by Writ-

ers of Indian Descent, American
Autobiographies, Twentieth-
Century American Fiction, Ameri-
can and Global Multiculturalism,
Globalization and Cultural Chang-
es, Healthcare and Society from a
Global Perspective, and Literature
and Globalization.

In the fall of 2002, Dr. Mishra start-
ed his tenure-track Faculty position
at Augustana College, Rock Island,
IL, where he taught College Writ-
ing, American Literature, The Writ-
ing Process, Modern Fiction and
Anglophone Literature for six
years, earning a recommendation
for tenure from the Tenure Commit-
tee and the Dean and the President.
Later, he joined Lewis University,
where he is engaged in teaching and
research since 2010. At Lewis Uni-
versity, he teaches Global, Post-
colonial and Third World Litera-
tures, American Literatures and
Cultures, Theories of Culture, post-
coloniality, literature and globaliza-
tion, African American and Multi-
cultural literatures and theory, Ex-
perience of Literature, Environmen-
tal Literature, College Writing, and
others. At the university, he has
been twice elected on the Graduate
Council. He is also a member of
Scholars Advisory Committee, First
-Year Writing Advisory Committee
and Prior Assessment Learning
Committee, and Faculty Advisor of
Sigma Tau Delta English Honor
Society.

Dr. Mishra has received several fel-
lowships and awards throughout his
career. Among the Fellowships,
Fullbright Fellowship from Nepal
(1989-1991), Duke University Fel-
lowship (1992), and Graduate
School Fellowship at Duke (2000)
were noteworthy. He has received
several research grants and the trav-
el grants to attend the national inter-

national meetings. Those were
Ocean-Connect Travel Award for
Mexico City (2000), New Faculty
Research Grant (2003), CIEE IFDS
(Council on International Educa-
tional Exchange International Fac-
ulty Development Seminar) Fund-
ing for South Africa (2008), Na-
tional Humanities Center Grant for
Summer Seminar, Research Trian-
gle Park, NC (2012), Discover
Mini Grant to introduce Vocational
Reflection into courses (2014), and
Lewis University Culture of In-
quiry Research Grant (2014). In his
current position at Lewis University
in recent years (2012-2015), he was
nominated for Faculty Recognition
three times.

Dr. Mishra is knowledgeable in San-
skrit, and speaks fluently Hindi, Ne-
pali, Maithili, Rajbanshi, Bhojpuri,
Angika, Bengali and Urdu.  Dr.
Mishra has given presentations at
more than three dozen national and
international seminars, symposia
and conferences, including one in
Mexico City and Tunis and four
presentations at Huazhong Normal
University, Wuhan, in China (2004).
He was the Editor of The Nepal Di-
gest (a Web Publication — listserve)
for four years (1996-2000), and then
its advisor. He has published schol-
arly articles in high profile journals,
and has written several articles on
the contemporary socio-political and
cultural issues in Nepal in daily and
weekly Newspapers, including The
Kathmandu Post and Nepali Times.
Since 2009, Dr. Mishra has been
writing a fortnightly column, Cross-
roads, for The Kathmandu Post. A
valued member of ANTA family,
Dr. Mishra can be contacted at
mishrapr@lewisu.edu.

©ANTA 2016

www.terai.org

Page: 15




Volume 2, Issue 2

Trivani swn

Giving back to society: Personal contribution to a school in Nepal:

Mr. Nawal Yadav

b

The strategic priorities of the
United Nations Secretary-General
include achieving universal prima-
ry education as a Millennium De-
velopment Goal. Inspired by this
noble Goal, Mr. Nawal Yadav,
who works as an Auditor at the
UN Secretariat, NY and is an AN-
TA member and Adviser to the
ANTA Greater New York
Chapter decided to support the
community school in Sonamai
Village Development Committee
of Mabhottari District in Nepal
where he had completed my pri-
mary education.

©ANTA 2016

Mr. Yadav has contributed
NRs.3.6 million (~USD 36,000) to
the school. The contribution will
be used for the: (a) renovation and
development of the school infra-
structure that will help to improve
the quality of education; and (b)
construction of girls’ toilet in the
school.

The school has 844 students with
407 girls and 437 boys. It has only
one toilet for girls that indicate the
suffering of girl student in the
school. The construction of addi-
tional girl toilets would reduce
girls drop out case.

Mr. Yadav has also pledged to
grant annual scholarships to 15
students securing first, second and
third positions from 6th to 10th
grades to encourage the bright stu-
dents for education.

Nepal Government accepted the
contribution and on the recommen-
dation of the local district authori-
ties and the village community the
school has been renamed at his 94-
year old father. In his own word,

LRy REv 25,

www.terai.org

“I am confident that the contribu-
tion made to the school will inspire
many others to make similar con-
tributions to improve the quality of
education. This has the potential to
prepare children to productively
contribute to the country develop-
ment and to competitively partici-
pate in the increasingly educated
global work force.” ANTA highly
appreciates Mr. Yadav efforts.

A smme:
SR AR faervar:

Adeg gHEG Ted

.qsH

ARy gferor TRIaT g
Afedshe TSC-HART 3T AdTel-H
gafeld Tehel TadT AFdTed
g7t 3fe g ATH S
gAY Al Uiy STIRerer

ARSI U0 AT TS|

SIAT T ATHTHIOTH TASC
giea 31fe, A gards

[ATees AT R, o Tl
Seed nfad wrerefagT s

‘m—nﬁ?rmamwgﬁrm

THS Yooll AT (STeTehl) &
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STeATYS ATl Ssd 3T

qeSHfA HR fARIvar: Ik yuIe Ied

HNT (crossborder language)

Uil Hrad  TATIET  Tehel
Td ol U Fegd
HRda¥s  §ATd AR
fcaieifa  aeares
GRS 81T YTAETOT urec
Fdheldl 3dd gl Saglufe
FegedRT  AGAT  Riededs
sfagrad fhg ITaaa dicfas
FeRfohgrer  A2T Ye

HEIH U SUd AT

AR oM HEAd: fAER Yot
(IRA)F WYl I AqTe
e qdl A w9 A
SAHSEAE AR
A dleld  SUSR 3T AT
Fta AN Al s
vaer fRg A 9REH
g59TTel, AGRISE, ALIUCL 37i¢
Speadr &=d  dgr U3

RIS

U AT d2TH 3ol UIUA
S TS |IARETh vy
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ARds  faeR Wied3teddd

R IEGEGIBIGEICE R ID IR |
HIHESR TATSEAT S2UH el
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TSI 3 HooThiR  TSToen
aiFEAted  favgT YEUSH
151G I 122 IR S o I U
yfs ARer gl gusw
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HSy, TUT § G TUseh
APy FHeE
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(TATSEAT d2aissh  2’%¢ §.)
MURW § AUTeleh G 5T
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Jo-UT6sT AT 3R gffad
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3ScH e AR e
eIEer Afg 7 Hbo AT,

fhed  @Mfgcd 3reprcHieany
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Higler  H@r AT¥ST  weRer
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SdlAdH Aol
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SoglaMfdeg =M (3v¥ 3) §
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AT gotel 3R fIwdeT (2¢¢y
S R §), HgFEd
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tionary of the Bihari Language)
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